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UNCANNY 


X-MEN, = 


HOWEVER, IT 
ISN'T A GAME. (a 


SOMEWH! 
SOMEWH: A> 


= 


BZ 


STRANGE -- I 
THOUGHT THESE 
MUTANTS WERE 
ALL FRIENDS, YET 


BE ATTACKING HER 
COMRADES -IN-ARMS. 
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“AH £ SHE USES HER ELEMENTAL POWERS TO SOAR ON THE WINDS-- 
AND FIRES BOLTS OF LIGHTNING. DOES SHE MEAN TO SLAY THEM? 


anak FASTBALL SPECIAL, PETEY/ 2 
S 
) AS YOU WISH, 
TOVARISCH. 


“THE ARMOURED ONE, 
PA COLOSSUS, IS INNO DANGER. 
VWWAW 


“AND WOLVERINE... 


ESCAPES BY TELEPORTING pin jf 
TO SAFETY... = 


“HIS BODY 1S COMPOSED 
OF LIVING METAL, SUPER- 
STRONG, VIRTUALLY 
INDESTRUCTIBLE. 


wwwwow ! 
THAT FEELS 

WEIRD. AN‘... 
KINDA NICE / 


".. WHILE KITTY PRYDE'S 

PHASING TALENT ALLOWS 
THE BOLT TO PASS HARM- 

LESSLY THROUGH HER. 


HOUSINGS BUILT INTO 
HIS ARMS AND HANDS, 
RESPONDING TO STORMS 
ATTACK IN KIND. 


WOLVERINE -- DID SOMEONE CALL ME ? 
CAREFUL -- 


WHUNFFFS 


“CONSIDERING 
WOLVERINE'S 
UNBREAKABLE 


ADAMANTIUM “tT WAS I, LITTLE 


cripess — 
I THOUGHT 


DUEL, BUT A TEST--TO 


EXERCISE AND HONE 


THE X-MEN’S VARIOUS 


MUTANT ABILITIES . 


SKELETON, THAT 
COLLISION. MAY 
HAVE CAUSED 
STORM SOME 
CONSIDERABLE 
HARM. I DEARLY 
HOPE SO. 


yALIA 
ee 


e “af 
>, a 


yy 


“ILLYANA, 


Ses Dy, = 


ViiZ 65) 
GW \ 

By 

( iF 7) LY 


a EES \ 
._ hve 


ONE--A... FRIEND. 
COME UNTO ME, 
CHILD. A GRAND AND 
GLORIOUS DESTINY 
AWAITS YOU. 


BUT SHOULDN'T 
I TELL PIOTR 
NIKOLIEVITCH..,? 


es 


eed 


“TELL NO ONE, 
ILLYANA. JUST 
FOLLOW MY 


“ 


N 


ee) 
PARADISE.” 


HUH 2?! WHERE’S ILLYANA GOING ?! SHE'S ALREADY TURNED THE SHE CAME 

GREATS JUST WHAT WE NEED--THE CORNER. IF I PHASE STRAIGHT 

KID WANDERING OFF IN THE MIDDLE | | THROUGH THE BUILDING, I 

OF THE FIRST REAL TEAM WORKOUT | | SHOULD CATCH HER-- RATS! PITCH-DARK CO 

THE X-MEN HAVE HAD IN AGES. < HERE -- I 
SHE’S MOVING CAN'T SEE 
FASTER THAN < “a A THING. 

I EXPECTED-- , 

QO 


<ILLYANAS 
ILLYANAS> 


< THIS 
ISN‘T FUNNY, 


=(--ALMOST 
AS iF SHE 
KNOWS 


< ILLYANAL COME GUYS! I'M \ PRECISELY 
BACK £ YOU'RE GOING AFTER 

SUPPOSED TO ILLYANA! BE 

STAY WITH US!>* 4, BACK SOON £ 


I DON'T 
LIKE IT. 


WHAT'S 
HAPPENING?! )j 
I eae oy al 


THAT 1 SHOULD LIKE SOME ICED TEA, PLEASE |» PERHAPS A_ SHOWER WILL 
WORKOUT MAKE YOU FEEL BETTER? 
GAVE ME A PJ You ALL RIGHT, ORORO? 

POWERFUL 


YOU'RE 

PUSHING YOUR- 

SELF TOO HARD, 

TOO SOON. IT'S , 4 WHY, KURT, 
BEEN BARELY A WHAT A 
DAY SINCE OUR j Y PERFECTLY 
BATTLE WITH , y ; SPLENDID 

DRACULA. * . ae IDEA! 


KURT 1S RIGHT, I OUGHT TO REST. NO. THE POWER EXISTS 

BUT DRACULA STILL HAUNTS MY WITHIN ME. IT 1S SIMPLY A o UNTIL SHE 
DREAMS. L STILL REMEMBER HOW MATTER OF FOCUSING ACHIEVES 

I LONGED FOR HIS CARESS, HOW I MY CONCENTRATION... THE DESIRED § 
YEARNED TO BE REBORN A VAMPIRE. RESULT. : 
I NEITHER REST NOR SLEEP... Z c 


... BECAUSE I 
TURNS TO THAT 


PART OF HERSELF 
WHICH PERCEIVES 
HERSELF, AND 
THE WORLD 


AM I SO 
WEAK THAT 


E 


a \\ 1. AS PATTERNS OF ENERGY. 
REMAINS IN COMA, \ SHE REACHES OUT, GENTLY 
HIS CONDITION CRITICAL [i : BENDING THOSE PRIMAL , 
ELEMENTAL FORCES TO 
HER WILL, SHAPING THEM 
\ WITH INFINITE CARE AND 
TO OUR SUMMONS . x PRECISION... 


BLESSED GODDESS, SOUNDS 
THIS HAS BEEN A eg GOOD 

TREAT TOO LONG WAJdaZ TO ME, 
DENIED ME / DARLIN’. 


ILLYANA , 
OR KITTY? 
THEY ARE 
NOWHERE 


7 WOULD THE ABOUT. 


REST OF YOU 
CARE TO ce 


NOPE. WAIT--YEAH £ 
DURIN’ OUR SESSION, 
KITTY YELLED SOME- 
THIN’ ABOUT THE KID 
TAKIN’ A STROLL, 

, THAT SHE WAS 
GOIN’ AFTER HER. 


BUT THAT WAS A WHILE AGO. 


I NEVER LIKED THIS ISLAND. SINCE Y YOUR CONCERN IS Y WOLVERINE, SCOUT THE AREA. 
MAKING IT OUR HEADQUARTERS, WE'VE | NOTED, KURT. MY USE YOUR ENHANCED SENSES TO 
HAD NO CHANCE TO FULLY EXPLORE IT. A CLOAK, PLEASE? FIND THE GIRLS’ TRAILS. KURT, 
WHO KNOWS WHAT DANGERS COULD THANK YOU. PETER, GO WITH HIM. I SHALL 


BE LYING IN WAIT ?! FOLLOW AS SOON AS I'M _4 
DRESSED. = 


MA GOTCHA, 


ILLYANA 1S A Ss 
CHILD, BUT KATYA WAS 
IS AN X-MAN. AT 

THE FIRST HINT 

OF TROUBLE, SHE 
WOULD HAVE 
SUMMONED US. 


I GOTA BOTH TRAILS LEAD 
SOLID INSIDE THIS TEMPLE. 
FIX ON ANYBODY BEEN 
ILLYANA . HERE BEFORE, 
KNOW THE 
LAYOUT ? 4 FLASHING 
wa CIRCLES OF 
LIGHT. 


SAVE YER 


KITTY’S TRACK 
FADES IN AN’ OUT. 
1 FIGURE SHE WAS 
PHASIN’, TRYIN’ TO 
CUT THE KID’S LEAD. 


BY THE WHITE 


Bs Ne 


STORM i AS DOES go AND AND, FINALLY, 
DISAPPEARS. NIGHTCRAWLER. k COLOSSUS. WOLVERINE. 


FLSEWHERE,,, Ete A y WOW! THIS PLACE LOOKS AS 
WAL AWFUL AS IL FEELS ; 
THAT LIGHT MUST HAVE }™ 
BEEN A TELEPORT 
MECHANISM, LIKE 


LARRY NIVEN'S 
“STEPPING DISKS”. 


YM aL 


AN = “< a 
\ Ss). Sp 
a AVS 
es | 
I HOPE THIS PLACE tS AS DESERTED AS OUR ISLAND. 


IF THE DECOR !S ANYTHING TO GO BY, I SURE DON'T 
WANT TO MEET WHOEVER LIVES HERE. YUCK / 


a ILL GIVE A 
Ry YELL. MAYBE 


$ oe ( 
r ILLYANA’S IN 29U@ 
\ SS y 


PED ) Ler rr 4) 
wore 


a 
fe 


ys 


LOOKING FOR 
SOMEONE, 
KATZCHEN ? 


I WAS MERELY 


SHAME ON Ee 

YOU, KITTY. y i . GIVING YOU AN 

IS THAT ANY OBOY! Oh, FUZZY-ELF, I'M ? OPPORTUNITY TO 
CB ONY SO GLAD TO SEE YOU! PROVE IT. 


WAY TO GREET 
FRIEND ? im P77” ARE THE OTHERS 
& \ Za WITH YOU?! HOW 
{ g > jij. DID YOU GET HERE?! 
=. HAVE YOU FOUND 


ILLYANA -- OR A 
WAY HOME ?!? 


LEIBLING, YOU YOU THINK 
Vz YOU ARE ?! 
WHAT... WHAT 
KIND OF A 
PERSON 
D'YOU THINK 
IAM?! 


GET AWAY FROM ME! YOU'RE NOT NIGHT- 
CRAWLER J 


CAN THAT 
REALLY 
BE KURT?! 


YOUR BALL LIGHTNING 
PROVIDES ILLUMINATION, 
STORM, BUT I SEE NOTHING 
BUT ENDLESS TUNNELS, 
HEADING IN ALL DIRECTIONS. 


nD 


WY 
U/ 


eo WM My NAMES... 
\ BELASCO. 


wad 


YOUR GUESS IS AS GOOD AS MINE, 
COLOSSUS. THOSE CIRCLES COULD 
HAVE TRANSPORTED US ANYWHERE. 


IT'S A MIRACLE 
WE ENDED UP 
NEAR EACH OTHER. Aaa 


I KNOW. I 
UNDERSTAND. 

BUT DON'T 
DESPAIR. WE'LL 
BRING HER HOME, 
SAFE AND SOUND. 


ON THAT, YOU 
HAVE MY WORD-- 


y 


STORM £ 


\AUAA 
WINDS CAN*T 
PULL ME FREE / 
LIGHTNING 
BOLTS -- 

FULL FORCE-- 
HAVE NO 
EFFECT / 


AM ALONE. 
AND, L FEAR, AS 
GOOD AS DEAD. 


BRIGHT LADY HAVE MERCY-- 
WHAT 1S HAPPENING TO 
ME?! MY BODY -- 


My ADAMANTIUM CLAWS 
A\ SLICE NOISOME 
alt: J FLESH LIKE PAPER... 


ram 


f y 


\ { 


i 
Y ~ <M 
VA \o hes 


=-INTO AN Os 

ANLOARN oF 
NIGHTCRAWLER, 
COLOSSUS AND f’ 
WOLVERINE / 


Wi 


WN 


SIMULTANEOUSLY, 
PHENOMENALLY 


' | | SWEEP HER TO SAFETY. 


(a 


MMEAN- 
WHILE... 


YOUR FORMER COMRADE 
MAKES AN ADEQUATE SERVANT, 
PROVIDED HE'S OCCASIONALLY 

REMINDED OF HIS PROPER 


PLACE. 

OH, YES, CHILD, THAT 
1S NIGHTCRAWLER-- RESHAPED 
BODY AND SOUL IN THE IMAGE 
OF HIS TRUE LORD-- BELASCOLS 


AM A SORCERER, 
CHIEF DISCIPLE OF THE 
DARK ONES-- ELDER 
GODS WHO SEEK TO 
INVADE AND CONQUER 
THIS PLANE OF REALITY. 
RECENTLY... BY YOUR 
TIME... I TRIED TO OPEN 
THE GATEWAY BETWEEN 
THEIR DIMENSION AND 
OURS, BUT WAS DEFEATED.* 
AS PUNISHMENT, I WAS 
CONDEMNED TO THIS INTER- 
DIMENSIONAL LIMBO. 


* SEE KA-ZAR #'S 11612 --L. 


THESE CRYSTALS GENERATE NATURAL “JAMMING” FIELDS 
THAT SUBSTANTIALLY INHIBIT YOUR PHASING ABILITIES, 


KITTY, MAKING ESCAPE 
VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE. 


HEY-- WHAT'S BELASCO'S PET 
DEMON DOING WITH 
ILLYANA ?! LEAVE HER 
ALONE / IF ONLY I 
WERE FREE --/ 


sor 


Ly 
Fae WOULD YOU te ii 
Fam (0... PLAY WITH 

ME, LITTLE 
SNOWFLAKE? 


FRO 


YOU, DEAR_KITTY, AND ILLYANA WILL BE 
THE MEANS BOTH OF MY LIBERATION 
AND OF THE DARK ONES‘ TRIUMPH £2 


BUT FIRST, L MUST ENSURE 
THAT YOUR FELLOW X-MEN 
MEET THE ENDS THEY SO 


RICHLY DESERVE. 


PITY. SYM 
WANTED 
WOLVERINE FOR 
HIMSELF. 


ON HIS ADAMAN- 
TIUM BONES. 


lay 


SLAVE, YOU 
PRESUME TOO 
alas al f ae 


PRESENCE ! 4 


E 


NO RESPECT 
FOR THE 
DEAD ? 


KITTY. DOES 
THE SIGHT OF 
WOLVERINE'S 

SKELETON 

DISTRESS YOU? 


WOULD YOU 


| LIKE A LOOK 


AT YOUR OWN? 


A WORD TO THE WISE. THAT ELDRITCH CRYSTAL -- 


AIDED BY MY MAGICKS- - NOW 


WHAT-- 1S THIS 2! 
AN. EVIL DOPPEL- 
GANGER OF MYSELF, 
WOLVERINE 
REDUCED TO BARE 
BONES, KITTY 


ILLYANA INTENDED eg 
FOR SOME DREAD 
SACRIFICE. 


SO LONG 

AS YOU 
REMAIN 
THERE, YOU 
WILL LIVE. 


} FULL MEASURE THE ARTS 
ARCANE, WHEN AT LAST 


ARE IN THEIR 
PROPER PLACE... > 


(e) 
GLORIOUS 
DESTINY! > 


— 
= 
= 


“ts X 


Il FEEL AS THOUGH 
I'VE GONE MAD. OR 
ie FALLEN HEADLONG 
INTO HELL. 


AND WHAT OF COLOSSUS AND 
STORM? AM I ALONE?! NO MATTER. 
MY FRIENDS WILL BE AVENGED, 
NECROMANCER-- AND YOUR PLANS 
FOILED -- WHATEVER THE COST. 
THIS, NIGHTCRAWLER SWEARS / 


AND... THE BURNS -- FROM THE 
MONSTER’S VENOM--ALL HEALED! 


BUT WHAT POWER CAN 
MOLD AND SHAPE ME IN 
THE BLINK OF AN EYE, AS 
IF I WAS LITTLE BETTER 
THAN A LUMP OF SCULP- 
TOR'S CLAY? IT WAS 
TERRIFYING -- YET 1 CANNOT 
DENY THAT TRANSFORMA- 
TION SAVED MY LIFE. 


THIS GLADE...1S ™ 
Y) BEAUTIFUL. AND AS 
HAUNTINGLY, AS 
INFURIATINGLY, 


\a 
OF 


rh. 


ear 


Ui 


NU ceanes 


I WONDER WHAT FATE BEFELL HIM. I PRAY HE IS WELL. 


1 AM STORM, 
LEADER OF 
THE X-MEN. 
PLEASE 
ANSWER £ 


THE POOL LOOKS 
INVITING. AND A 
SWIM IS WHAT IS 
NEEDED TO CLEAR 


\2 MY BRAIN... 
Bae 


ie AV x 


=UGH!< MY 
\\{ COSTUME-- 
RUINED. 


es WOULD THAT PERSON 
e& BE WILLING TO AID 
| Bay THE X-MEN FURTHER ? 


| 7... AND WASH AWAY 


cs THAT CREATURE’S =p A PERFECT FIT. 


(= 
CHARNAL STENCH. NOTHING. I 


HAD BETTER 


SY IT WITHOUT 
THINKING. IT FEELS 
by 50... RIGHT... 
AROUND MY 
NECK. 


DID MY BENEFAC - 
TRESS MEAN FOR ME 
TO HAVE IT, AS A 

WEAPON AGAINST 
OUR UNKNOWN 


HERE ARE CLOTHES, 
THOUGH -- MY 
SAVIOR IS A 
WOMANS 


I_ THANK YOU, 
FRIEND. IF 


FEAR NOT, 
POSSIBLE, I WIND-RIDER. 
¢ SHALL RETURN WE SHALL 
WHAT I HAVE MEET. 
TAKEN. PERHAPS, GODDESS 


HELP US 
BOTH. 


THEN; WE 
WILL MEET. 


SCHURKE-- VILLAIN -- 
TURN AND FACE ME, 
IF YOU DARE £ 


WAS IST-- 2?! DU--2!? 
UNMOGLICH S 


THAT IS WHAT 
I THOUGHT 
WHEN I FIRST 


TELL ME, 
KURT 
WAGNER-- 


YOU TO DESTROY FILL YOU WITH 
BELASCO, THEN-- PRIDE?! 
FORGIVE ME, : > 


ORORO -- NOS YOU ARE NOT 
ME‘ YOU HAVE NO- 
THING TO DO WITH-- 


I CAME HERE 
WITH THE X-MEN 
TO RESCUE KITTY 
AND ILLYANA. L 
SAW MY FRIENDS 
SLAUGHTERED. I 
WAS WOUNDED 
UNTO DEATH. 
BUT BELASCO 
SPARED ME, 
HEALED ME. 


HE SHOWED 
ME_THE GLORY 
OF EVIL S 


Saw wee 


THE BATTLE 1S FOUGHT WITH 
PRIMORDIAL BRUTALITY-- WITH 
QUARTER NEITHER ASKED 

FOR NOR GIVEN -- 


SOMETIME LATE 


Rie. 
<r 
I DID NOT 
SUMMON YOU, f 


NIGHTCRAWLER . BFP 


1 BRING NEWS, MY. 
LORD! I WAS ATTACKED 
BY AN X-MANS I KILLED 
HIM/S HAVE I NOT SERVED 

YOU WELL, MASTER ? 


-- UNTIL, WITHOUT 
WARNING, INA 
CHARACTERISTIC 
BURST OF SMOKE 
AND FLAME -- 


AM I NOT 
WORTHY OF 


I_ SUPPOSE 
SO. BUT 
TAKE CARE, 


\ : 
-- BOTH 

\ COMBATANTS 

SNR ee eeecala : : AGAIN AND 

Ne , ia ~~ I'LL HAVE 

aaa YOUR HEART 

AS WELL. 


— 


TEMPT FATE 
\ 


I CAN‘T SORT OUT THE SCENTS IN COLOSSUS £ G'DAY, 
THIS WACKO PLACE. WE HAVEN'T SHRIMP. 
BEEN HERE THAT LONG... ._ ; OH, PETEY. x 


OH, PAL. | 


HIS CHEST-- 
CAVED IN. 
BUT THESE 
REMAINS ARE 
ANCIENTS 
AN‘ HIS FACE, 


... YET I KEEP 
Meee en 
(e 4 
THAT ARE Su 
INCREDIBLY 


4 MY SENSES 
Ree Pre Be 


FAKE, NO TRICK £ 
HOW CAN THAT BE?! 


S'YM'S THE NAME, 
ENFORCING'S 
THE GAME. 


NY 


, 


(lt 


YOUR BUDDY THERE 
IS AN EXAMPLE OF 
S'YM'S HANDIWORK . 
NOT BAD, eh? 


WORD IS YOU'RE A PRETTY 
ROUGH'N" TOUGH LITTLE 
HOSER YOURSELF. 


BE A ROYAL PAIN. THEY 
" : y, APPEAR WITHOUT WARNING, 
= i / RHYME OR REASON, AND 
hal e TRANSPORT A BODY NOT ONLY 
=e Ai {11 y THROUGH SPACE, BUT TIME 
AS WELL. THE RUNT COULD 
BE ANYWHERE, ANYWHEN. 


STILL Visr> one j AP THOSE TELEPORT CIRCLES CAN 
BREATHING? Jae “alee 
( Z d : 


IF YOU 
EASILY. i | SEEK A FOE, 
REMEDIED. 


VILLAIN -- 


ey 
mg 


EE 
_Af CONSEQUENCES. 


x. oo | 
BUT A BLUFF WON'T DECIDE 
ei THIS CONTEST-- POWER WILL! 
SS os 
at ae 
eK 


2 


ONE OF THAT WAS A DEMONSTRATION. 
WOLVERINE'S MAKE THINGS EASY ON YOUR- 
Wy CLAWS / : * SELF, COLOSSUS--GIVE UP. 


s'YM 
PROMISES 
SYM WILL 
KILL YOU 
QUICKLY. 


IT PENETRATED 

MY ARMORED FORM! , MY APOLOGIES, 
THE CREATURE’S . S'YM. I DO 
STRENGTH IS ) y NOT INTEND TO 
BEYOND BELIEF / Y = DIE AT ALL. 


IL CANNOT MATCH 
HIS RAW POWER. 


HIS GRIP--TIGHTENINGS 
CANNOT GAIN PROPER... 


-.» MAY HAVE 
BEEN... FOR NAUGHT. 


S'YM TRIES TO BE 


SN a 
\ e 


CRIPES, HE 
AIN'T EVEN 
SCRATCHED / 


ak 
"A \} 
thvxl BON VOYAGE, i 


\ Seca 


D LIK Se A 
\ as WY YF) ©OLOSSUS -- 
--IT IS Alf YY , 
BISHONORABLE--f AVA : Yj YY Yy WHAT?! NOL 


N EXCEPTION £ 


Pa 


LOGAN HAS RECOGNIZED 
ME -- AND IS APPROP - 
RIATELY CONFUSED. HE 
WILL LEARN THE TRUTH 
SOON ENOUGH, I FEAR. 
Mf LUCK HAD 
NOTHIN‘ TO 
DO WITH IT, 
PAL. THANK 
THE LADY HERE. 
HER MAGIC 
BROUGHT ME 


R 
FRIENDS 
HAVE NEED 
OF YOU. 
HER SCENT-- 
I KNOW IT! 
BUT THAT’S 
IMPOSSIBLE/ 


BELASCO! 


iy Wer . 


: oo BUT YOUNG 
! i \\c _{ AND VITAL-- 
| | : 


| F HER 
J ELEMENTAL 
| G POWERS F 


= ka? 

YOUR REIGN YOU HAVE ME AT 
OF TERROR A DISADVANTAGE, 
1S OVERS X-MEN. 


1 SHALL SEND YOU TO THEM. ) 
WY wait A MINUTE, ” 
LADY! WHAT L 


A SITUATION 
THAT WILL SOON 
BE REMEDIED! 


QUICKLY, HALTINGLY, 
NIGHTCRAWLER TELLS 
ALL THAT HE HAS 
SEEN AND HEARD... 


... 1 DEFEATED MY EVIL 
DOPPELGANGER, TOOK 
HIS CLOTHES, PLAYED 
HIS PART. 


=] 


ZAZA 
... BUT SUDDENLY, 
SURPRISINGLY... 


A 


N 
BUT STORM, WHAT 
OF KITTY 2£ IF SHE 
1S REMOVED FROM 


"os 


(( os , \ g ... THE WIND 
, SHE SUMMONS A IR 
=) \ HURRICANE TO 


HER, STOPS 
j SWEEP HER AFTER HER IN 
BELASCO--/ THE DEMON LORD... MID- FLIGHT. 


NO, WIND-RIDER. THAT PHANTASTICH / 
YOU MUST NOT DO. BELAS 


WHY NOT?! | 
WHO ARE YOU, 
STRANGER... 


I, TOO, FACED 
THIS CHOICE. 
I FOLLOWED 


... WHERE NONE 
OF THE RULES 


q WILL NOT ALLOW UNG, ALIVE 
THAT TRAGEDY TO #/\ AND DEAD, GOOD 
HAPPEN AGAIN. il My AND... EVIL. 


SPARE ME YOUR 
PHILOSOPHY, 
KURT. IF YOU 
ae TO BE 


BELASCO ALLOWED MY STUDY OF THE BLACK ARTS, 
ASSUMING THAT THEIR FUNOAMENTAL EVIL WOULD 
CORRUPT ME AS THEY HAD NIGHTCRAWLER. 


HERITAGE: SORCERY. 


FORGIVE ME, KITTEN. / OH -- THANK YOU ARE QUITE 
THERE WILL BE | 4 ] YOU, ORORO! WELCOME, ee 
a 3 ONE. 


SOME PAIN. 


1... I'M ME 
AGAIN! I'M 
WHOLE f° 


ONE DOWN-- 
BUTI GOTA 
NASTY FEELIN’ 
THAT WAS THE 
FIRST O' MANY. £& 


BELASCO I CAN 


Z HANDLE -- S‘°YM, 
I_ WOULD NOT LIKE 
WE GOT ¥ : TO MEET AGAIN. 1 
COMPANYS Y/N am SAY WE VAMOOSE. 


THE NECKLACE YOU WEAR, STORM, HAS THE I WILL NOT NEED 
POWER TO SEND YOU HOME. THE MYSTIC GATE ANOTHER, WITCH -- 
TO YOUR ISLE WILL SEAL BEHIND YOU, FOREVER THIS ONE WILL 
DENYING BELASCO THAT ROUTE TO FREEDOM. a 


I SHALL 
REMAIN, 
TO CAST 


WITH MY X-MEN SLAIN, I HAD NOTHING TO y 
RETURN HOME TO. AND... SOMEONE HAD 

TO--HAS TO-- WATCH BELASCO, GUARD HIM, IF NOTHING ELSE, 
ENSURE THAT HE DOES NOT FIND ANOTHER EXIT. I HAVE SENIORITY. 


ZA IN HER AFRICAN HOMELAND, STORM WAS CALLED A GODDESS. 
THE X-MEN HAD ALWAYS THOUGHT THAT INNOCENT HYPERBOLE. 
NOW, WATCHING HER WIELD AWESOME ELDRICH ENERGIES 
WITH CONSUMMATE EASE AND SKILL... 


< GUYS, WILL IT HELP 
|... THEYRE NOT IF I CHANT, “THERE'S 
SO SURE. NO PLACE LIKE HOME?” 
7 HA-FLAMIN‘- 


HA, KIDDO. 
HERE WE GO. 


BELASCO-- 
HE SLIPPED 
BY MES 

yy 


Say . 
a TN 


yD 
/\ <PIOTR NIKOLIEVITCH-- 
HELP MES HE'S-- 
HURTING ME! > 


IT 1S TOOLATES 
WE ARE BACK ON 
OUR ISLAND / 


I'M_ NOT STRONG 
ENOUGH J! 


i \ <ILLYANA NATALYANOVNA--~ 
\ i BELOVED SISTER-- WELCOME...» 
” + 


< PIOTR 
NIKOLIEVITCH, 


[S... 15 THAT 
YOU? REALLY 
YOU??> 


... THIRTEEN SHE WAS OUT 
OF KITTY’S GRIP 


YS 
THE KID'S —& 
DEFINITELY == 
ILLYANA... 4 


HARD AS THIS IS FOR 
YOU, PETER, THINK OF HOW 
ILLYANA MUST BE FEELING. 


I HAVE DONE LITTLE ELSE, ORORO. 
i mh * 
| | KG 


MY FRIENDS 
a a, 
SOMETIMES I 
WISH I HAD 
NEVER HEARD 
OF CHARLES 
XAVIER, OR 
THE X-MEN. 


HE LETS HER TALK UNTIL 
FATIGUE FINALLY TAKES ITS 


TENDERNESS, HE TUCKS 
HER INTO BED... 


SHE'S HAD IT FOR 
AS LONG AS SHE 
CAN REMEMBER. 


HER SHOULD THE 
NEED ARISE. 


| IT’S HER SPECIAL 
TALISMAN-- A GIFT, 
FROM ONE WHO SAID 
LHe LOVED HER. 


BAZ 


SHE STIRS, A HAND UN- 
FOLDING TO REVEAL AN 
ANCIENT, ORNATE 
MEDALLION. 


IT 1S SO CRUEL, SO UNFAIR. 
CHILDHOOD SHOULD BE THE Doo 
HAPPIEST OF TIMES -- AND, 

IN A STROKE, ILLYANA 

HAS LOST THAT FOREVER. 


WORSE, SHE HAS 
NOW SPENT HALF 
HER LIFE IN LIMBO-- 
BUT WITH STORM, 
OR BELASCO? 
WHAT HAS SHE 
SEEN -- WHAT 
HORRORS, ENDURED? 
SHOULD I WELCOME 
HER, COMFORT HER, 
LOVE HER-- 


--OR FEAR HER? 


IS (T?L 
WHO'S 
THERE !?! > 


“<I WAS SO AFRAID S 
I THOUGHT YOU'D 
FORGOTTEN ME, THAT YOU 
WOULD HATE ME. IT’S BEEN 
SO LONG, I MISSED YOU SO 
MUCH -- BUT I KNEW WE'D 
FIND EACH OTHER AGAIN 
AND THEN EVERYTHING 


SHE BABBLES ON, EYES | 
ALIGHT WITH JOY, } 


IT OPENS, AND IN THE 
DEEPEST RECESSES OF 
HER MIND, A VOICE IS 
HEARD: 


“... WHEN YOU ARE 
GROWN INTO A 
WOMAN, AND HAVE 
LEARNED IN FULL 
MEASURE THE ARTS 
ARCANE, WHEN AT 
LAST THE BLOOD- 
STONES ARE IN THEIR 
PROPER PLACES... 


“YOU, ILLYANA, 
WILL ASCEND TOTHE ff 
MOST GLORIOUS ss 
OF DESTINIES.” 


s 


